
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



2 Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth  

 

1. Tentative agenda 

DAY 1 

8:00 – 17:00 Event registration 
9:00 – 9:55 Official opening 
10:00 – 11:30 Plenary 1: Making policy work for youth entrepreneurship 

 
Overview: Promoting youth entrepreneurship and self-employment calls for 
actions at policy and institutional levels. Evidence shows that effective 
reforms in business environments lead to the emergence of new firms and 
job creation. The session focuses on understanding what works and what 
does not in promoting an enabling policy and regulatory environment for 
young entrepreneurs and self-employed youth. Challenges in supporting 
youth entrepreneurship and self-employment encountered by policymakers 
and institutions, particularly in the case of West Africa, is also explored. The 
discussion will be informed by experiences and lessons learned from 
integrating youth into national entrepreneurship and industrial strategies, in 
line with regional development objectives anchored in frameworks such as 
the Third Decade of Industrial Development for Africa (IDDA3), the Agenda 
2063 of the African Union and the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA).  

12:00 – 13:30  Breakout sessions  

Tech Entrepreneurship Social 
entrepreneurship 

Rural development  

The role of tech hubs  
and industry 
associations in 
supporting young 
entrepreneurs 

Taking action on 
sustainable 
development 

Agripreneurship, 
transforming the rural 
economy 

13:30 – 14:30 Lunch break  
14:30 – 16:45  Plenary 2: Access to finance for young entrepreneurs 

 
Overview: Limited access to finance is often a critical challenge faced by 
young entrepreneurs. Building and enhancing the capacities of financial 
service providers is a prerequisite for better access to finance. Moreover, 
access to finance for young entrepreneurs should be combined with training 
and support services, building on the evidence that improving access to 
finance is most effective when combined with improved access to non-
financial services. This session will look into challenges and best practices in 
supporting young entrepreneurs with increased access to finance and 
improved financial literacy. The role of different stakeholders, such as 
governments, financial service provides and training organizations will be 
explored. 
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14:30 – 15:30 
 
Panel 1: Improving access to finance for sustainable youth-led 
entrepreneurship 
 
This panel will discuss successful approaches in improving access to finance, 
and the challenges that need to be taken into consideration, including 
financial literacy for rural development, and the importance of improving 
non-financial services in tandem.  
 
15:45 – 16:45 
 
Panel 2:  Innovative financial mechanisms   
  
This panel will identify and discuss innovative financial mechanisms, 
particularly in view of today’s fast paced digital age, such as peer-to-peer 
financing, mobile banking and payments, crowdfunding platforms, as well as 
mechanisms based on block-chain technologies and associated 
cryptocurrencies. Similarly, it will discuss means of financing that are driven 
by impact, such as impact investing, which has significant potential to 
support youth-led entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship in Africa.   

17:00 - 17:45 Pitching competition  
 
In partnership with a regional or international incubator 4-5 young 
entrepreneurs will be selected to take part in this live on-stage pitching 
competition. Young entrepreneurs will pitch their business cases to investors 
who will provide instant feedback and ask challenging questions.  
 
The competition will put a specific spotlight on young entrepreneurs from the 
West Africa region with a focus on social entrepreneurship and sustainable 
development goals. The jury will consist of impact investors and established 
young entrepreneurs. 

17:45 – 18:00 Closing and wrap-up of day one  
 
This session will take stock of the day, recap the key messages and 
recommendations of the breakout sessions in the morning and of the two 
afternoon panels, as well as sets the stage for day 2. Including the 
announcement of the winner of the pitching competition. 
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DAY 2 

9:00 – 10:30  Plenary 3: Access to markets, networks, knowledge and skills 
 
Overview: Building connections, whether to improve business transactions or 
to exchange ideas, is critical to a young entrepreneur. Market linkages and 
integration into value chains provides young entrepreneurs with improved 
access to market information and new technology. Hubs and communities are 
gaining momentum in many parts of the world in supporting young 
entrepreneurs, especially by giving a space for knowledge exchange and 
peer-to-peer support. Entrepreneurship training, coaching and mentoring are 
essential support services to accompany young entrepreneurs in their path to 
business success. The session will provide insight into these different 
elements, markets, networks, knowledge and skills that play a critical role in 
promoting youth entrepreneurship. 
 
Panel: Access to networks, skills and innovation 
 
While young women and men entrepreneurs are notably the driving force of 
sustainable development, particularly given their propensity to pursue 
entrepreneurial activities that aim to target prevailing social, economic and 
environmental issues, they still face many challenges. Deficiencies in skills, 
market linkages, and access to information and services hinder young women 
and men from developing successful businesses, which are particularly acute 
when operating in the informal economy. This panel discussion will identify 
approaches for promoting gender-sensitive youth-led entrepreneurship—
including policies, training, post-training support, enabling mechanisms to 
transition from the informal to the formal economy and incubation and 
acceleration hubs—with the potential to help unleash youth 
entrepreneurship in the region and contribute to a more inclusive and 
environmentally sustainable economy. 

11:00 – 13:00  Breakout sessions  

Green Entrepreneurship Women’s Entrepreneurship Development 

Enabling young entrepreneurs for 
a greener economy 
 
Summary: This session will 
discuss the role of young women 
and men in the just transition to 
a greener economy, bringing 
together young entrepreneurs, 
service providers, and policy-
makers to share experiences and 
views about the next steps for a 
greener economy in West Africa. 

Empowering young women entrepreneurs 
in social-challenging environments 
 
Summary: This session will showcase how 
approaches to women’s entrepreneurship 
development empower young women in 
business, family and community, by 
combining entrepreneurship training with 
post-training support, advocacy for a 
conducive environment and adapted 
business support services, as well as 
awareness raising towards productive 
roles for young women in families and 
communities.  
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13:00 – 14:00  Lunch break  

14:00 – 15:00 Young global entrepreneurs 
 

15:00 – 16:15  Marketplace   
   
Overview: This session will provide an opportunity for selected organizations 
active in this thematic area to highlight achievements, discuss challenges and 
announce future action related specifically to the three key themes of this 
event: policy and business environment, access to markets and access to 
finance. 

16:30 – 17:30 Scaling-up partnerships for Decent Jobs for Youth   
 
Overview: The panel will provide a platform to launch and scale up 
partnerships to Decent Jobs for Youth and for existing partners to present 
progress on their commitments. It will provide an opportunity to call upon 
stakeholders to take joint action towards supporting young entrepreneurs by 
2030. 
  

17:30 – 18:00 Closing session 
 
Overview: The closing will serve to recap the key messages and 
recommendations of the two-day event. Similar to the lightning talks held at 
the opening session, heads of organizations and high-level representatives 
will be given an opportunity to emphasise the lessons learned that will 
propel the joint efforts onto a path of effective actions towards the creation 
of decent jobs for youth.  
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